Selective immmunotherapy through extracorporeal photochemotherapy: yesterday, today, and tomorrow.
ECP's extensive clinical record, as well as a considerable improvement in the understanding of the mechanism that underlies its efficacy, opens potential novel strategies for the treatment of cancer, GVHD, transplant rejection, and autoimmunity. The low side effect profile of this therapy has made it a more attractive treatment consideration than current conventional chemotherapeutic and immunosuppressive medications. As the mechanism of action of ECP is more fully elucidated and clinical studies are completed, the role of ECP in modern therapeutics of CTCL and other malignancies, as well as in the treatment of other T-cell mediated diseases, will be become clearer.